
CDF DEMONSTRATION STATE FORESTS

CDF operates eight Demonstration State Forests totaling 
71,000 acres. The forests represent the most common forest 
types in the state. The State Forests grow approximately 75 
million board feet yearly and harvest an average of 30 million 
board feet of timber each year, enough to build 3,000 single-
family homes. Revenue from these harvests fund a variety of 
CDF’s Resource Management Programs. In addition, the forests 
provide research and demonstration projects on forest 
management, while providing public recreation opportunities, 
fi sh and wildlife habitat, and watershed protection. 

The Board of Forestry and Fire Protection (Board) policy pro-
vides that the State Forests shall be used for experimentation 
to determine the economic feasibility of artifi cial reforestation, 
and to demonstrate the productive and economic possibilities 
of good forest practices toward maintaining forest crop land in 
a productive condition. The management objectives and plans 
developed for each State Forest are subject to periodic review 
and approval by the Board. 

Statutory: Section 4631 of the Public Resources Code states 
that it is in the interest of the welfare of the people of this 
state and their industries and other activities involving the 
use of wood and other forest products that desirable cutover 
forest lands be made fully productive and that the holding and 
reforestation of such lands is a necessary measure. 
Section 4631.5 provides that the state shall retain the 
existing land base of state forests in timber production for 
research and demonstration purposes. The Department, in 
accordance with plans approved by the board, may engage in 
the management, protection, and reforestation of state 
forests (PRC 4645) where “management” means the handling 
of forest crop and forest soil so as to achieve maximum 
sustained production of high quality forest products while 
giving consideration to values relating to recreation, 
watershed, wildlife, range and forage, fi sheries, and aesthetic 
enjoyment (4639). 
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